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There were 23 programs funded to specifically conduct Public Awareness activities. These programs provided 
information to professionals and community members on child abuse and neglect to raise awareness and 
increase 1) the likelihood of reporting suspected child abuse and neglect and 2) the use of services provided 
for family support and child abuse and neglect situations. Public Awareness and Training activities also address 
common risks identified as barriers to health and success (i.e., preventing tobacco use and/or tobacco cessation 
for youth).  

Additionally, many of the Youth, Parent Education and Home Visiting, Respite, and Fatherhood programs also 
made efforts to raise community awareness about community resources and child abuse and neglect and 
documented their efforts. 

Due to the large numbers attending public awareness and training programs, individual surveys were not 
administered to these participants. Staff tracked the number of face-to-face encounters and reported these to 
the evaluation team monthly and quarterly.

�
Public Awareness and Training programs/presentations directly 
served a total of 463,629 individuals. 

Staff also tracked exposures to other community and public awareness efforts implemented within communities 
through various media outlets, such as billboards, radio and newspaper ads, agency websites, and social media 
(Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat). 

� 1,243,588 exposures/impressions were documented. 

Public Awareness and 
Training Programs
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Reflections 
As we complete another successful year of program 
evaluation, we, the Auburn University Evaluation 
Team, reflect on the hundreds of people throughout 
the State of Alabama who are working with the 
programs funded by the Alabama Department of 
Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention- the Children’s 
Trust Fund. We have sincere appreciation for Sallye 
R. Longshore, the committed and devoted ADCANP 
Director, for entrusting us with this important 
responsibility. We also appreciate the ADCANP Board 
members, all the administrative staff, field directors, 
and division directors- their unwavering support and 
continued investment in the evaluation of prevention 
programs is a model for all of Alabama, and the rest 
of the country. It is our pleasure and privilege to work 
for you and with you, as well as with the hundreds of 
programs across Alabama. 

We also would like to acknowledge the hard work 
and dedication of the community agency staff all 
around the state reflected in this report. Clearly, 
the story in this evaluation report belongs to them. 
We are privileged to give voice to the citizens in 
our communities that benefit from these programs. 
While our job centers on reporting the numbers and 
analytic results of program effectiveness assessments, 
we never lose sight of the powerful, collective story 
we witness every day. The work is truly awe-inspiring. 
Lives are changed every day – and the evidence 

continues to mount to validate the investments in 
these programs. Youth and adults in the programs 
are learning, growing, and feeling more connected 
and hopeful about ensuring a strong and loving 
family, thus strengthening families and ensuring 
reduced risks for children. As researchers in human 
development and family sciences, we have no doubt 
that the benefits we are seeing will have positive 
ripple effects for generations to come. As Desmond 
Tutu said: 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; 
it’s those little bits of good put together 
that overwhelm the world.”

We, the Auburn University Evaluation Team, have no 
doubt that the impact made in each community is 
an extraordinary one. While we are scientists when 
collecting, analyzing, and reporting the data, we are 
fellow community members, first and foremost, who 
are encouraged and inspired when we see the value 
of this work. We believe strongly in the promise of 
prevention programming and are excited to see 
these successful efforts in reducing the risk of child 
maltreatment across Alabama. We are grateful to be 
part of an effort to overwhelm our great state with 
resources that strengthen families and children. 
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Appendix 
Parent Education & Home Visiting Programs 
TABLE 1. Paired Sample t-test for mean change over time. 

Pre-Test Post-Test
M SD M SD df t Cohen’s d

PARENTAL RESILIENCE 
Stress Management Skills 3.41 1.15 4.43 .74 4226 -60.07*** .92

Skills to Manage 
Maltreatment Risk

4.17 1.06 4.74 .56 4214 -38.76*** .60

KNOWLEDGE OF PARENTING AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Understanding of 
Various Forms of Child 
Maltreatment 

4.16 .99 4.73 .59 4213 -43.91*** .68

Medical Care 
Commitment

4.24 1.01 4.69 .66 3913 -34.71*** .56

Parenting Skills & Child 
Development Knowledge 

3.86 1.00 4.74 .50 3655 -56.29*** .93

CONCRETE SUPPORT IN TIMES OF NEED
Knowledge of & Use of 
Support Services 

3.46 1.13 4.43 .77 4209 -58.76*** .91

SOCIAL CONNECTIONS
Use of Informal 
Supportive Networks

3.62 1.18 4.47 .01 4163 -51.40*** .80

***p<.001. Cohen’s d reported in absolute values.

Respite Care Programs 
TABLE 2. Paired Sample t-test for mean change over time. 

Pre-Test Post-Test
M SD M SD df t Cohen’s d

PARENTAL RESILIENCE 
Stress Level ^ 3.37 .87 2.77 .75 345 23.10*** 1.29

Positive View of Child 3.87 .95 4.63 .60 343 -16.09*** .87

Knowledge of & Use of 
Support Services 

2.88 .82 4.25 .67 344 -25.05*** 1.35

Use of Informal 
Supportive Networks

2.99 1.02 4.25 .83 343 -20.29*** 1.09

***p<.001. Cohen’s d reported in absolute values. ^reductions are desired for these measures.
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Fatherhood Programs 
TABLE 3. Paired Sample t-test for mean change over time. 

Pre-Test Post-Test
M SD M SD df t Cohen’s d

PARENTAL RESILIENCE 
Hope for the Future 5.43 1.95 6.57 .95 630 -14.91*** .59

Stress Management 4.41 2.02 5.92 1.40 672 -20.03*** .77

Anger Management 4.66 2.04 6.07 1.32 674 -18.53*** .71

KNOWLEDGE OF PARENTING AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Positive Parenting 
Behavior

5.42 1.76 6.51 .89 627 -16.35*** .65

Parent Involvement 5.92 1.64 6.40 1.23 615 -9.52*** .38

Parenting Efficacy 5.76 1.62 6.61 .82 627 -14.06*** .56

Parent Child Relationship 
Quality

6.15 2.72 6.46 1.12 673 -3.13** .12

CONCRETE SUPPORT IN TIMES OF NEED
Financial Responsibility ~ 6.20 1.09 6.10 1.15 693 3.01** .11

Perception of Economic 
Stability

4.46 1.95 5.47 1.55 639 -15.99*** .63

Cooperation with Child 
Support Personnel

5.07 1.94 5.98 1.49 384 -9.88*** .50

Commitment to Pay Full 
Child Support

5.04 1.98 5.90 1.57 304 -8.25*** .47

Knowledge of 
Community Resources

4.52 1.94 5.89 1.46 651 -17.99*** .71

Income Level 2.01 1.28 2.35 1.40 611 -6.41*** .26

SOCIAL CONNECTIONS
Couple Relationship 
Quality 

4.80 2.04 5.68 1.64 486 -11.13*** .50

Conflict Management 
Skills

4.19 1.21 4.69 1.14 582 -9.46*** .39

Coparenting Conflict ^ 3.42 2.16 2.70 1.96 552 8.18*** .35

Coparenting Quality 4.31 2.14 5.13 1.95 553 -11.63*** .49

Dating Abuse Prevention 
Skills

5.37 1.87 6.39 1.17 656 -15.65*** .61

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE OF CHILDREN
Child Adjustment 5.63 1.59 6.08 1.30 654 -9.97*** .39

***p<.001; **p<.01. Cohen’s d reported in absolute values. ^reductions are desired for these measures.

~the statistically significant change is in the undesired direction.
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Youth Programs 3rd-5th Grade 
TABLE 4. Paired Sample t-test for mean change over time. 

Pre-Test Post-Test
M SD M SD df t Cohen’s d

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE OF CHILDREN
Social Skills 2.08 .72 2.69 .54 2652 -41.32*** .80

Abuse Awareness 2.19 .79 2.77 .50 2642 -37.13*** .72

Self Confidence 2.18 .75 2.69 .55 2641 -34.13*** .66

Emotion Identification  
& Regulation 

2.03 .54 2.59 .43 2708 -48.50*** .93

Assertiveness 1.94 .76 2.54 .66 2574 -38.84*** .77

Cooperative Behavior 2.22 .64 2.75 .44 2613 -41.40*** .81

***p<.001. Cohen’s d reported in absolute values.

Youth Programs 6th-12th Grade 
TABLE 5. Paired Sample t-test for mean change over time. 

Pre-Test Post-Test
M SD M SD df t Cohen’s d

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE OF CHILDREN
Emotion Knowledge  
of Self

2.55 .90 3.15 .85 4212 -45.36*** .70

Emotion Knowledge  
of Others

2.48 .87 3.09 .83 4200 -48.34*** .75

Self Confidence 2.65 .91 3.22 .85 4171 -44.34*** .69

Social Competence 2.65 .66 3.2 .65 4240 -56.82*** .87

Commitment to Avoid 
Delinquent & Risky 
Behavior

3.16 .76 3.52 .64 4249 -40.60*** .62

Cooperative Behavior 2.77 1.0 3.27 .95 4100 -31.53*** .49

Abuse Awareness  
& Resourcefulness

2.83      .81 3.37 .71 4141 -49.68*** .77

***p<.001. Cohen’s d reported in absolute values.
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Children do better when their 
families are healthy; and 
families do better when they 
have thriving, supportive 
communities. We do better, 
when we do better.” 
– Sallye R. Longshore 



The Alabama Department Of  
Child Abuse And Neglect Prevention
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